Ursuline College Curriculum Implementation: Media Studies Y12

Curriculum ‘I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full.” John 10: Chapter 10.V 10
Intent
Inspired by the Gospel values of love, joy, and compassion, we nurture and develop the whole child so that each unique individual grows in
confidence and has the knowledge and skills to enable them to achieve their true potential.

In Year 12, students engage and build on if they studied at GCSE, in a holistic exploration of Representation, Media Language, Media Industries and
Audience through the Edugas units, where they develop critical thinking, communication skills, ethical awareness and creative skills. In Media
Studies, they analyse a range of texts from each platform, honing their ability to understand and discuss both historic and contemporary issues,
including those aligned with Catholic Social Teaching principles such as the common good. They will foster empathy and understanding. These units
provide a comprehensive educational experience that encourages students to reflect on their role in promoting social justice and ethical living.
Simultaneously, they will use the skills to create their own Media texts and to broaden societal concepts, fostering empathy and understanding.
Together, these units provide a comprehensive educational experience that encourages students to reflect on their role in promoting social justice
and ethical living.

Respecting each other, helping each other and bearing with each other: Getting better never stops.

Year 12 Intent Our Year 12 A-Level Media Studies curriculum, focus on topics studied at GCSE — Media language, Representation, Media Industries and Audience, it
aims to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of various Media texts spanning all three platforms, historical context, political
context and cultural contexts. Through rigorous analysis and critical engagement, students will develop advanced skills in interpretation, research,
creativity and academic writing, preparing them for university study and beyond. By the end of Year 12, students will emerge as confident,
perceptive readers and viewers with a nuanced appreciation for the complexities of the Media across the platforms and its relevance to historical,
political and the effects on contemporary society.

Exam Board & Eduqgas

Specification A Level Media Studies
Cycle 1
Term 1 Term 2
2.9.25-17.10.25 30.10.25-19.12.25
VAVCES 7 weeks
Focus & Skills An Introduction to Media Studies, Representation and Media Language, | Print Advertising
(Inc paper/ unit Audio/visual advertising (SuperHuman) Magazine advert (Tide (1950’s))
focus) Component one Film poster (Kiss of the vampire (19606))
Component one
Links to CST Studying audio/visual advertising at A Level links to Catholic Social Studying Print advertising at A Level links to Catholic Social Teaching
Teaching (CST) by fostering empathy, critical thinking, and social (CST) by fostering empathy, critical thinking, and social awareness




awareness through the analysis of advertising texts. This unit

encourages students to appreciate and understand the importance of

the representation of disability, and explore themes of respect, the
conflict between representation and stereotype, reflecting CST

principles. By engaging with diverse perspectives that highlight social
justice issues, students learn to balance rights and responsibilities and
consider their role in promoting social justice, empathy, and ethical
living.

through the analysis of advertising texts. This unit encourages students to

appreciate and understand the importance of the representation of
gender, and explore themes of respect, reflecting CST principles. By
engaging with diverse perspectives that highlight social justice issues,

students learn to balance rights and responsibilities and consider their

role in promoting social justice, empathy, and ethical living.

Explicit Skill Provide students with an exploration of themes, design, connotations, Provide students with an exploration of themes, design, connotations,
Content social and political context. social and political context.
Key Context Key Context
e Genre e Genre
e Representation of disability e Representation of women
e Stereotypes e Stereotypes
e Connotations e Connotations
e Political and social context e Historical/political/ social context
Key Skills Key Skills
e demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking and analysis e demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking and analysis
e Annotating for meaning e Evaluation and inference.
e Evaluation and inference. e Language analysis
e Language analysis e Annotating for meaning
Writing skills
e Purposeful paragraphing Writing skills
e Sentence structure. e Purposeful paragraphing
e Annotation e respond through discursive writing to show knowledge and
e respond through discursive writing to show knowledge and understanding of media issues
understanding of media issues e use specialist subject specific terminology appropriately
e use specialist subject specific terminology appropriately e Sentence structure.
e Annotation
Homework/ Analysing adverts Analysing print adverts both historical and contemporary
Study work Analysing the representation of disability in main stream media Analysing horror film poster’s both historical and contemporary

Terminology revision

Terminology revision




Keywords spellings

John Lewis Christmas advert review

Assessment Component one — question 10 & 42 Component one question 10 & 21, 22
Disciplinary Media language, Media terminology, audience, representation, e Media language, Media terminology, audience, representation,
Literacy Vocab genre/sub-genre, codes and conventions, mise en scene, camera genre/sub-genre, Media industries, codes and conventions,

angles/shots, technical codes, demographics, theory, cognitive
dissonance, demographics, intertextuality, tokenism

iconography, mise en scene, camera angles/shots, technical
codes, demographics, theory, National Identity, conglomerate
power

Texts/ Resources

SuperHumans paralympic advertising campaign

Magazine advert (Tide (1950’s))
Film poster (Kiss of the vampire (1960’6))

Revision
Material Sources

Past questions
YouTube Videos
Knowledge organisers

Past questions
YouTube Videos
Knowledge organisers

Cycle 2

Term 3

5.1.26 — 13.2.26
6 weeks

Focus & Skills
(Inc paper/ unit
focus)

Contemporary Music Video
Alicia Keys/Vance Joy
Component one

Term 4
24.2.26—-2.4.26
6 weeks
Newspapers

The Times

The Daily Mirror
Websites
Component one
NEA — research
Component three

Links to CST

Studying contemporary music video at A Level offers a platform for
connecting with Catholic Social Teaching (CST) principles by fostering
communication skills and promoting dialogue on social context.
Through discussions, reflections, and analysis, students engage in
conversations about topics that reflect CST values such as the Common
Good. By actively listening and viewing diverse perspectives and
articulating their own viewpoints, students develop empathy, critical
thinking, and a deeper understanding of ethical principles. Music videos
at GCSE provides students with opportunities to embody CST principles
through effective communication and meaningful engagement with
contemporary issues.

Studying newspapers at A level provides an avenue for exploring Catholic
Social Teaching (CST) principles through the analysis of non-fiction texts.
Through the examination of texts addressing social issues such as COVID,
inequality, and discrimination, students can develop empathy and critical
awareness of the challenges faced by individuals and communities.
Coverlines and news articles, which often involve crafting arguments that
reflect on societal issues, allow students to engage with CST principles
such as the Common Good, solidarity, and the preferential option for the
elite. By honing their communication skills and reflecting on ethical
considerations in their learning, students can deepen their understanding
of CST and its relevance to contemporary social issues, fostering a sense
of responsibility towards building a more just and compassionate society.




Explicit Skill

Provide students with an exploration of narrative, gender, ethnicity and

Provide students with an exploration of themes, design, connotations

Content offering opportunities for engagement with universal themes relevant and political context, while also offering insights into social and
to contemporary society. important historical contexts.
Key Context Key Context
e Genre e Genre
e Representation of gender e Representation of ethnic minorities
e Representations of ethnicity e Stereotypes
e Stereotypes e Connotations
e Connotations e Political context
e Historical context e Social context
e Social context
Key Skills
Key Skills e demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking and analysis
e Annotating for meaning e Annotating for meaning
e demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking and analysis e Evaluation and inference.
e Evaluation and inference. e Language analysis
e Language analysis e Comparative analysis
e Website navigation
Writing skills
Writing skills e Purposeful paragraphing
e Purposeful paragraphing e Sentence structure.
e Sentence structure. e Annotation
e Annotation e respond through discursive writing to show knowledge and
e respond through discursive writing to show knowledge and understanding of media issues
understanding of media issues e use specialist subject specific terminology appropriately
e use specialist subject specific terminology appropriately
Homework Analysing music videos Research into news ideologies
Applying Goodwin’s theory Annotations of various front covers
Task on the representation of women Comparison
Assessment Component 1 Component 1
Question 10 & 21,22 Questions 10, 21, 22, 30, 31, 32,33 & 41
Disciplinary Media language, Media terminology, audience, representation, Media language, Media terminology, audience, representation,
Literacy Vocab genre/sub-genre, Media industries, codes and conventions, genre/sub-genre, Media industries, codes and conventions, iconography,

demographics, theory, political power, conglomerate power




iconography, mise en scene, camera angles/shots, technical codes,
demographics, theory, intertextuality

Texts/ Resources

Alicia Keys — Underdog
Vance Joy - Riptide

The Times newspaper front page
The Daily Mirror newspaper front page and double page article
The Times and Daily Mirror Websites

Revision
Material Sources

Focus & Skills
(Inc paper/ unit
focus)

Past questions
YouTube Videos
Knowledge organisers

Past questions
YouTube Videos
Knowledge organisers

Cycle 3

Term 5

22.4.25-23.5.25

5 weeks

Film Industry

Independent — |, Daniel Blake
Mainstream — Black Panther
NEA —research

Component three

Term 6

1.6.25-21.7.25

7 weeks

Radio/podcasts

Women'’s Hour

Have you heard about George’s podcast?
Component one

NEA — Planning

Component three

Links to CST Studying Independent and mainstream films at A level links to Catholic Studying radio and podcasts at A level offers a rich opportunity to explore
Social Teaching (CST) by fostering empathy, critical thinking, and social themes aligned with Catholic Social Teaching (CST). The narratives and
awareness through the analysis of film texts. This unit encourages topics studied prompts discussions on the importance of fostering the
students to appreciate and understand the importance of the common good, and the need for solidarity and understanding among
representation of gender, and explore themes of respect, the fight individuals and communities. Through some of the tragic reflections of
between good and evil and justice, reflecting CST principles. By the hosts of the studied, particularly on the Grenfell tragedy, students
engaging with diverse perspectives that highlight social justice issues, learn about the impact of decisions and the responsibilities individuals
students learn to balance rights and responsibilities and consider their have towards one another. The programmes thus serves as a powerful
role in promoting social justice, empathy, and ethical living. lens through which students can examine CST principles such as the

dignity of the human person, enriching their understanding of ethical
living.

Explicit Skill Provide students with an exploration of contemporary issues explores in | Provide students with an exploration of contemporary issues explores in

Content the narratives linked to social and political contexts the narratives linked to social and political contexts

Key Context
e Genre
e Representation of gender
e Representations of ethnicity
e Representation of poverty
e Stereotypes

Key Context
e Genre
e Stereotypes
e Connotations
e Political context
e Social context
e Historical context




e Connotations

e Historical context
e Social context

e Political context

Key Skills
e Evaluation and inference.
e Language analysis
e demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking and analysis

Writing skills
e Purposeful paragraphing
e Sentence structure.
e Annotation
e respond through discursive writing to show knowledge and
understanding of media issues
e use specialist subject specific terminology appropriately

Key Skills
e Annotating for meaning
e Evaluation and inference.
e Media language analysis
e Image analysis
e demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking and analysis

Writing skills
e Purposeful paragraphing
e Sentence structure.
e Annotation
e respond through discursive writing to show knowledge and
understanding of media issues
e use specialist subject specific terminology appropriately

Homework Revision for assessment of set topics in component one Analysing podcasts
Planning for NEA
Assessment EXAM WEEK
Component one for assessment Component 1
Component three for NEA Questions 33, 32,33 & 41, 42
Component three for NEA
Disciplinary Media language, Media terminology, audience, representation, | Media language, Media terminology, audience, representation,
Literacy Vocab genre/sub-genre, Media industries, codes and conventions, genre/sub-genre, Media industries, codes and conventions,

iconography, mise en scene, camera angles/shots, technical
codes, demographics, theory, National Identity, political
power, conglomerate power

technical codes, demographics, theory

Texts/ Resources

I, Daniel Blake/Black Panther

Women’s Hour/Have you heard about George’s podcast?

Revision
Material Sources

Past questions
YouTube Videos
Knowledge organisers

Past questions
YouTube Videos
Knowledge organisers




