
Ursuline College Curriculum Implementation: Media Studies Y11 

Curriculum 

Intent 

‘I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full.’  John 10: Chapter 10. V 10 

 

Inspired by the Gospel values of love, joy, and compassion, we nurture and develop the whole child so that each unique individual grows in 
confidence and has the knowledge and skills to enable them to achieve their true potential.   
 

In Year 11, students engage in a holistic exploration of Representation, Media Language, Media Industries and Audience through the Eduqas units, 

where they develop critical thinking, communication skills, ethical awareness and creative skills. In Media Studies, they analyse a range of texts from 

each platform, honing their ability to understand and discuss both historic and contemporary issues, including those aligned with Catholic Social 

Teaching principles such as the common good. In media studies we cover all key aspects of the Common Good including Inclusivity, Integral Human 

development, Shared Responsibility, Conditions for Flourishing, A Focus on the Vulnerable, our Spiritual, moral and Social Development and the 

Political sphere. 

Respecting each other, helping each other and bearing with each other: Getting better never stops. 

 

Year 11 Intent Year 11 will further engage the students as they consolidate their learning of their GCSE programme, as we immerse them in a range of Media texts 

from both historical and contemporary media students will build the required skills and resilience throughout the year to enable them to 

understand how Media shapes their lives and create their own media texts. 

By Year 11 students have covered much of the content for their GCSEs, enabling focus on the NEA with the maturity and independence they have 

developed. The curriculum threads culminate in students applying their cultural knowledge and context through all of the texts studied. Using the 

data from the Year 10 mock exams, we can specifically target the skills individual students need to work on, creating bespoke interventions and 

revision plans to challenge every learner.  

Exam Board & 

Specification 

Eduqas 

Media Studies 

 Cycle 1 

Term 1  

2.9.25 – 17.10.25   

7 weeks  

Term 2  

30.10.25 – 19.12.25   

7 weeks 

Focus & Skills 

(Inc paper/ unit 

focus) 

NEA – Planning 

Contemporary music videos – Component two 

Questions 3 & 4 

NEA - Coursework 

Contemporary music artistes’ websites - component two – questions 3 & 4       

Component two Section B assessment 

Links to CST Studying contemporary music videos at GCSE offers a platform for 

connecting with Catholic Social Teaching (CST) principles by fostering 

Studying contemporary music websites at GCSE offers a platform for 

connecting with Catholic Social Teaching (CST) principles by fostering 



communication skills and promoting dialogue on social context. 

Through discussions, reflections, and analysis, students engage in 

conversations about topics that reflect CST values such as the 

Common Good. By actively listening and viewing diverse perspectives 

and articulating their own viewpoints, students develop empathy, 

critical thinking, and a deeper understanding of ethical principles. 

Music videos at GCSE provides students with opportunities to embody 

CST principles through effective communication and meaningful 

engagement with contemporary issues. 

communication skills and promoting dialogue on social context. Through 

discussions, reflections, and analysis, students engage in conversations 

about topics that reflect CST values such as the Common Good. By actively 

listening and viewing diverse perspectives and articulating their own 

viewpoints, students develop empathy, critical thinking, and a deeper 

understanding of ethical principles. Music artist websites at GCSE provides 

students with opportunities to embody CST principles through effective 

communication and meaningful engagement with contemporary issues. 

Explicit Skill 

Content 

Provide students with an exploration of themes, design, connotations 

and political context, while also offering insights into social contexts. 

 

Key Context  

• Genre 

• Representation of gender 

• Stereotypes 

• Connotations  

• Political context 

• Social context 

 

Key Skills  

• Evaluation and inference 

•  demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking and analysis 

• Media language analysis 

• Audio/visual analysis 

 

 

Writing skills  

• Purposeful paragraphing  

• Sentence structure.  

• Annotation 

• respond through discursive writing to show knowledge and 

understanding of media issues 

• use specialist subject specific terminology appropriately 

 

Provide students with an exploration of themes, design, connotations and 

political context, while also offering insights into social contexts. 

 

Key Context  

• Genre 

• Representation of ethnicity 

• Stereotypes 

• Connotations 

• Marketing 

•  Social context 

• Political context 

 

 

Key Skills  

• Evaluation and inference 

•  demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking and analysis 

• Media language analysis 

• Audio/visual analysis 

• Website navigation 

 

Writing skills  

• Purposeful paragraphing  

• Sentence structure.  

• Annotation 

• respond through discursive writing to show knowledge and 

understanding of media issues 

• use specialist subject specific terminology appropriately 

Homework Analysing music videos 

Research for NEA 

Analysing Music websites 

Terminology and music video revision for assessment 



Creating images for NEA 

 

Assessment Component 2– Questions 3 & 4 Component two question 3 & 4 

Component three NEA 

Disciplinary 

Literacy Vocab 

Media language, Media terminology, audience, representation, 

genre/sub-genre, codes and conventions,  mise en scene, camera 

angles/shots, technical codes, demographics, theory, 

intertextuality 

• Media language, Media terminology, audience, representation, 

genre/sub-genre, Media industries, codes and conventions, 

iconography, mise en scene, camera angles/shots, technical codes, 

demographics, theory, National Identity, conglomerate power  
 

Texts/ Resources Music Videos Lizzo/Bruno Mars Music Videos Lizzo/Bruno Mars websites 

Revision 

Material Sources 

Past questions 

YouTube Videos 

Knowledge organisers 

Past questions 

YouTube Videos 

Knowledge organisers 

 Cycle 2 

Term 3 

5.1.26 – 13.2.26 

6 weeks 

Term 4 

24.2.26 – 2.4.26 

6 weeks 

Focus & Skills 

(Inc paper/ unit 

focus) 

NEA completion 

Video Games franchise 

Component one 

Historical crime drama 

Component two 

Links to CST Studying the Fortnite franchise at GCSE level offers a rich opportunity 

to explore themes aligned with Catholic Social Teaching (CST). 

communities. Teaching about gaming websites in relation to the 

Catholic Social Teaching (CST) of the Common Good can be 

approached by focusing on several key aspects that highlight the 

importance of respecting and upholding the dignity of individuals. It 

allows students to promote an respect positive interactions by 

emphasising the importance of respectful and kind interactions online. 

God's love for human dignity calls for treating others with respect, 

even in virtual spaces. It encourages students to use gaming websites 

responsibly, balancing their gaming with other aspects of life such as 

family, education, and physical activity. It also fosters community and 

solidarity by encouraging students to use gaming as a means to build 

positive communities, where they can support and uplift each other.  

Studying historical crime drama at GCSE level offers a profound 

opportunity to connect with Catholic Social Teaching (CST) principles. 

Through the exploration of themes such as power dynamics, social 

injustice, conflict resolution, and empathy, students can engage with CST's 

emphasis on the common good, solidarity, and the distinction between 

right and wrong. The Sweeny depicts the effects of crime on others, 

encourage reflection on the sanctity of life and the moral imperative to 

strive for justice. Similarly, the exploration of power structures in The 

Sweeny prompts discussions on the dangers of unchecked authority and 

the importance of promoting justice and equality. By critically analysing 

this historic crime drama, students can deepen their understanding of CST 

principles and their relevance to both historical and contemporary social 

issues, fostering empathy, critical thinking, and a commitment to social 

justice. 

Explicit Skill 

Content 

Provide students with an exploration of narrative, commercialism, 

marketing and industries offering opportunities for engagement with 

universal themes relevant to contemporary society.  

 

 Provide students with an exploration of themes, design, connotations , 

while also offering insights into social and political contexts of the time 

period. 

 



Key Context  

• Genre 

• Representation of stereotypes 

• Stereotypes 

• Connotations  

• Political context 

• Social context 

 

 

Key Skills  

• Annotating for meaning  

• Evaluation and inference.  

• Language analysis 

•  demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking and analysis 

• Website navigation 

 

Writing skills  

• Purposeful paragraphing  

• Sentence structure.  

• Annotation 

• respond through discursive writing to show knowledge and 

understanding of media issues 

• use specialist subject specific terminology appropriately 

 

 

Key Context  

• Genre 

• Representation of gender 

• Stereotypes 

• Connotations  

• Historical context 

• Political context 

• Social context 

 

 

Key Skills  

• Annotating for meaning  

• Evaluation and inference 

•  demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking and analysis 

• Language analysis  

 

 

Writing skills  

• Purposeful paragraphing  

• Sentence structure.  

• Annotation 

• respond through discursive writing to show knowledge and 

understanding of media issues 

• use specialist subject specific terminology appropriately 

 

 

Homework Researching website - Fortnite 

Creating marketing products 

Research 1970’s historical, political and social context 

Exam revision 

 

Assessment Component one  

Question 3 & 4 

Component two 

Questions 3 

Disciplinary 

Literacy Vocab 

Media language, Media terminology, audience, representation, 

genre/sub-genre, Media industries, codes and conventions, 

iconography, mise en scene, camera angles/shots, technical 

codes, demographics, theory, Merchandise, intertextuality 

• Media language, Media terminology, audience, representation, 

genre/sub-genre, Media industries, codes and conventions, 

iconography, mise en scene, camera angles/shots, technical codes, 

demographics, theory, political power. 
 

Texts/ Resources The Fortnite website First episode of the crime drama The Sweeny 



  

Revision 

Material Sources 

Past questions 

YouTube Videos 

Knowledge organisers 

Past questions 

YouTube Videos 

Knowledge organisers 

 Cycle 3 

Term 5 

20.4.26 – 22.5.26 

5 weeks 

Term 6 

1.6.26 – 21.7.26  

7 weeks 

Focus & Skills 

(Inc paper/ unit 

focus) 

Contemporary crime drama – component two 

Targeted exam revision 

 

Links to CST Studying contemporary crime drama at GCSE level offers a profound 

opportunity to connect with Catholic Social Teaching (CST) principles. 

Through the exploration of themes such as power dynamics, social 

injustice, conflict resolution, and empathy, students can engage with 

CST's emphasis on the common good and the distinction between 

right and wrong. The Sweeny depicts the effects of crime on others, 

encourage reflection on the sanctity of life and the moral imperative 

to strive for justice. Similarly, the exploration of power structures in 

Trigger Point prompts discussions on the dangers of unchecked 

authority and the importance of promoting justice and equality. By 

critically analysing this contemporary crime drama, students can 

deepen their understanding of CST principles and their relevance to 

contemporary social issues, fostering empathy, critical thinking, and a 

commitment to social justice. 

 

Explicit Skill 

Content 

Provide students with an exploration of themes, design, connotations 

and political context, while also offering insights into social contexts. 

 

Key Context  

• Genre 

• Representation of gender and ethnicity 

• Stereotypes 

• Connotations  

• Historical context 

• Political context 

• Social context 

 

Key Skills  

 



• Annotating for meaning  

• Evaluation and inference 

•  demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking and analysis 

• Language analysis  

• Comparative analysis 

 

Writing skills  

• Purposeful paragraphing  

• Sentence structure.  

• Annotation 

• respond through discursive writing to show knowledge and 

understanding of media issues 

• use specialist subject specific terminology appropriately 

 

Homework Revision for assessment of set topics in component one 

Revision for assessment of set topics in component two 

 

Assessment Final exams  

Disciplinary 

Literacy Vocab 
• Media language, Media terminology, audience, 

representation, genre/sub-genre, Media industries, codes and 

conventions, iconography, mise en scene, camera 

angles/shots, technical codes, demographics, theory, National 

Identity, political power, conglomerate power  
 

 

Texts/ Resources The crime drama - Luther  

Revision 

Material Sources 

Past questions 

YouTube Videos 

Knowledge organisers 

 

 


